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entirely depend. If they are treated as they ought to be,
If you &U3W firmness, and that firmness Is seconded by the
aristocracy and Parliament, I look to their dissolution as a
certain, and not very distant event. If otherwise, I reckon
their government, or rather their anarchy as firmly estab-
lished, as such a thing is capable of being: but your
Government certainly, as completely annihilated. If you ask
me what I mean by firmness, I have no scruple in saying
that I mean It In the strictest sense, and understand by It
a determination not to be swayed In any the slightest degree
by the Volunteers, nor even to attend to any petition that
may come from them." The Convention met, but Charle-
mont who disliked the project wisely decided to become a
delegate, and to use his Influence to moderate its behaviour.
The madcap Bishop of Derry had hoped to be elected
President and had talked of bloodshed, but to his mortifi-
cation the Convention chose Charlemont. A measure of
reform was agreed upon. Flood proposed that he should
at once proceed to Parliament and ask for leave to bring
in a Bill embodying that measure, the Convention not to
adjourn till the fate of the motion was known. This plan,
disapproved of by Charlemont, was adopted; Flood made his
motion in volunteer uniform with the result that Fox had
hoped for. There was strong resentment against this form
of pressure, and Yelverton's motion that the House should
refuse to take into consideration a Bill that came from men
with arms In their hands was carried by 157 to 77 votes.
Grattan supported the proposal to consider the Bill on its
merits, but he voted for a subsequent resolution that "it
had become necessary to declare that the House would
maintain Its just rights and privileges against all encroach-
ments whatever." Charlemont persuaded the volunteers to
adjourn till the Monday following the debate, and when they
met he was supported by Flood in his policy of moderation,
and In spite of the Bishop of Derry, he persuaded the Con-
vention to adjourn sine die after recording once again Its
belief in the urgent necessity of Parliamentary reform.